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Following PGA’s trip to the
region in October, we timed
our follow-up visit to coincide
with the biggest fintech
conference in the Baltics,
Fintech Inn, as well as the state
visit of the Governor General of
Canada, the Right Honourable
Ms. Julie Payette – which both
took place in the same week.
Our confidence in the
innovative spirit of the region
continues to increase, and we
renewed our commitment to
bring the Lithuanian and
Canadian ecosystem closer and
facilitate increased bilateral
business relations.

The Right Honourable H.E. Julie Payette, Governor
General of Canada, gave an inspiring presentation on
Innovation and Entrepreneurship to a full house at Vilnius
Tech Park. Being a two-time former astronaut, her
experiences and perspective in space were so electrifying
that we all felt the need to do more for science – “You can
innovate to explore or explore to innovate”.
Taking a different viewpoint is always stimulating.

On the occasion of the first ever
State Visit of the Governor
General of Canada, H.E. Kevin
Rex, the Ambassador of Canada
to Lithuania, hosted a Friends of
Canada reception at the elegant
Vaidilos Theatre in Vilnius.
H.E. Julie Payette spoke highly of
her impression of Lithuania and
showed her dedication to be
innovative; she introduced her
official delegation by giving
indigenous names to everyone.
The event also served as an
exhibit of the past 3 decades of
bilateral political relations,
showcasing the most significant
moments, including the
significant involvement of PGA’s
founder Al Pace in the political
process – a trip down to memory
lane, Mr. Pace with a mustache!
Canada’s flag flew high that
night over the Baltics!

PGA had meetings following up on the connections we
made during our October trip – one of them was ProIT.
We dedicated this time to better understand the strengths
and benefits that the company’s software solutions and
services bring to the healthcare and banking sectors.
We focused on how to increase business efficiency for
Canadian clients by providing intelligent collaboration
and orchestration of information.

 Fintech Inn 2019 was exactly the type of conference we

expected it to be – vibrant, lively, inspiring, busy and informative.
3000+ attendees, 500+ fintech companies from 60+ countries.
No matter whether you attended the Main Stage, Invest Lab, Tech
Corner or the Expo, you ended up being inspired by the
dedicated professionals working to improve the fintech industry.
PGA had over 40 meetings, many of them with companies who
we believe can bring more innovation and talent to Canada.

Increasing business relations between Canada and Lithuania continues to be one of our top priorities.
In cooperation with Tech Park Vilnius and MITA (Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology of
Lithuania), we are preparing for a Lithuanian start-up group’s first visit to Canada, to participate in PGA’s
two-week Acceleration Program. The program provides an opportunity to spend a week in one of
Ontario’s Incubators, and another week spent with experts introducing you to Canada’s business
climate, and networking with Canadian business leaders.
We look forward to welcoming the group in April 2020.

